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Sketches of the life and death of Thomas Cranmer, 


Archbishop of Canter bury, martyr, burnt at Oxford, in 
England, for the confession of Christ’s true doctrine, 
under Queen Mary, March 21, 1556. 


Tuomas CRANMER was of an ancient family in 
the county of Northamptonshire, in England. He was 
kept at school from his infancy, and received his first de- 
grees in the university of Cambridge. Having by mar- 
rving lost his fellowship in Jesus College, he became 
reader in Buckingham College, where he first discovered 
his piety, attachment to the pure doctrines of the ae 
ture, and eminent theological knowledge. His wife dying 
prematurely, he was again chosen fellow of Jesus College, 
and made doctor of divinity, reader of the principal di- 
vinity lecture, and one of the Icarned examiners, an 
whose opinion the university gave its highest degrees, 
which were then bestowed on strict principles of merit. 
In this high station he arrived to great and eminent repu- 
tation, both for lear#ing and religion. At this time, the 
great cause of divorce betwea@m Henry VIII. and Catha- 
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34. Martyrdom of Bishop Cranmer. 


civil and religious discussion. The inconstancy of the 
capricious monarch, and the opposition he met in the 
papal court (by whom divorces were then granted) thro’ 
the influence of the court of Spain, became the political 
cause of the reformation in England. Henry had in an- 
ger dismissed Campeius and cardinal Wolsey, the pope’s 
legates, for their tardy proceeding in the matter of the 
separation. It was now that Cranmer was accidentally 
introduced to Dr. Gardiner and Dr. Foxe, the king’s 
principal managers in this important affair. To these he 
gave the first hints of denying the papal supremacy, and 
committing the cause to be judged, to the principal and 
learned men in England, and the universities of Cam- 
bridge and Oxford. Cranmer wrote a book vindicating 
the principles of the divorce, which actually took place, 
and went on an embassy to the pope and the principal 
parts of Europe, by which he gained the eternal enmity 
of all the popish party. 

Being thus introduced to the king’s favor, he was soon 
made archbishop of Canterbury, and principal prelate of 
the realm. He was a good man, eminently pious, and 
faithful in the high office he sustained. Henry, while he 
lived, protected him against all the machinations of a 
wicked court and the popish party. In the short reign 
of young Edward VI. he was respected as a good man 
and a servant of the Lord. 

After the death of Edward, a controversy arose con- 
cerning the succession ; whether it should be Lady Mary, 
the daughter of Henry, and nearest by blood to the throne, 
but a papist; or Lady Jane, his niece, but a protestant. 
—Jane was declared queen, through the influence of the 
Protestant party ; but the commons prevailed, and Mary 
actually came to reign. Cranmer, in faithfulness to the 
oath he had taken, at first was on the side of Mary; but 
through the influence of casuists, had consented that 
Jane should be proclaimed ; still he never opposed Ma- 
ry’s actual accession to the throne. In this whole affair 
he acted like a man eminently conscientious, but Mary 
never forgave him, and being in principles a Papist, did 
from the first determine his destruction. The whole Pa- 
pal party, knowing him to be a principal obstacle to the 
accomplishment of their design, and an object of bitter 
vengeance in the mother court of Rome, levelled their 
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shafts against his reputation and life. Many were the 
attempts made to destroy him, and many to gain him to 
the Popish party, but he generally was inflexible to his 
faith and his own understanding of the scriptures. 
Having been for a long time persecuted by his ene- 
mies, in an unguarded “noment, he was influenced by 
those who called themselves his friends, to set his name 
to a recantation in which he renounced the doctrines of 
the reformation, and declared his belief in the principles 
of Popery. His having made this recantation affords a 
striking proof of this truth, that the firmest men may at 
times be shaken in their resolution, when not guarded 
against temptation from their worldly interests. From 
the time of signing this paper the good Archbishop re- 
lented. He felt that he had done wrong, and he never 
after enjoyed that peace and quietness of conscience with 
which a full confidence in his own integrity had before 
this inspired him. And while this act gave him disqui- 
et in his own mind, it did not at all abate the malice of his 
enemies. His death was determined upon. The offence 
which he had given to a haughty and implacable Queen, 
she could not forgive, notwithstanding he had publicly 
recanted the errors of which she and her party pretend- 
ed to accuse him. He was thrown into prison and treat- 
ed with great severity and crucltv. A secret commis- 
sion was made out by the authority of the Queen for 
putting him to death, and several persons entrusted with 
the execution of that commission. A day was appoint- 
ed for exhibiting him to the view of the public, and the 
better to carry on the impious farce, a Dr. Cole was ap- 
pointed by the Queen to preach a sermon on the occa- 
sion, in which he was directed to censure Cranmer and 
attempt to prejudice the people against him. On the day 
appointed, the venerable Archbishop w1s brought from 
prison to the Church, where, like a criminal, he was ex- 
posed to public view, habited in mean apparel, and eve- 
ry circumstance contrived to degrade him in the estima- 
tion of those who had formerly looked up to him with 
respect. During the preaching of Cole, Cranmer ap- 
peared with the humble and patient dignity of a true 
martyr. Possessing the spirit of his great Master, he 
received revilings without even a disposition to revile 
again, and during the service, he twice lifted up his 
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hands to Heaven imploring a blessing on his persecutors. 
After this mock solemnity the pious martyr received a 
sentence of condemnation, on hearing which he address- 
ed the throne of grace in the following prayer :— 

“ © Father of Heaven, O Son of God, Redeemer of 
the world, O Holy Ghost, Three Persons and one 
God, have mercy upon me, a most wretched and mis- 
erable sinner. Ihave offended both against Heaven 
and carth, more than my tongue canexpress. Whith- 
ex then shall I flee? To Heaven I may be ashamed 
to lift up mine eyes, and on earth [ find no place of 
reitge or succor. To thee, therefore, O Lord, do I 
rur; to thee do I humble myself, saying, O Lord my 
God, my sins be great, but yet have mercy upon me 
for thy great mercy. ‘The great mystery that God be- 
came man, was not wrought for little or few offences. 
Thou didst not giv e thy Son, O Heavenly Father, unto 
death for small sins only, but for all the greatest sins of 
the world, if the sinner returns to thee with his whole 
heart, as I do atthis present. Wherefore have mercy up- 
on me, O God, whose property is alway s to have mercy, 
have mercy upon me, O Lord, for thy great mercy. I[ 
crave nothing for mine own merits, but for thy name’s 
sake, that it may be hallowed thereby, and for thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ’s sake. And now therefore, O Father 
of Heaven, hallowed be thy name,” &c. 

Having closed his prayer, he addressed the people and 
ee hig ‘them to the practice of every Christian duty. 
In the course of his exhortation he was insulted by his 
énemies, and specdily dragged to the stake where he 
Was to die as a witness to the truth. ‘The wood being 
Eindled and the fire beginning to burn near him, he 
stretched forth his right hand, which had signed his re- 
cantation, nto the flames, and there held it, till the spec- 
ators saw it burn to a coal before his body was touched. 
So patient and constant was he in the midst of the most 
extreme tortures, that he appeared to move no more than 
the stake to which he was bound. | His eyes were lifted 
up to Heaven, and he often used the werds of the bless- 
ed martvr, St. Stephen, “ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” 
till the fury of the flames extinguishing his life, he 
gave up the ghost. 
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On the Sabbath. 


[Continued from No. 1~—page 16.] 


WE have scen that the Sabbath is a token of God’s 
gracious covenant ; for it is a sign between him and his 
people, thror ughout their generations, that he is the Lord 
that doth sanctify them. 

We are now to prove, that the pro‘anation of the dav, 
by pursuing any worldly business or pleasure, is exceed- 
inglv offensive to God. 

This will appear, if we advert to the passage of Scrip- 
ture which has been already quoted, and which the read- 
er is desired to peruse, Exocus xxxi. 12, 15, 14. Here 
we find, that God has ordained that a very severe penal- 
ty should be executed on Sabbath breakers. Every one 
that defileth the Sabbath shall surely be put to death; for 
whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shal! be cut 
off from among his people. Now we ask those, who con- 

sider it a tr ifing Matter to profane the Sabbath, by im- 
proving either the whole or some part of it for their 
worldly business or pleasure—we ask them to consider 
the awful import of this sentence! With what care and 
jealousy has God guarded his holy ordinances! The man 
who should presume to violate the Szbbath, forfeited life 
—God says, He shall surely be put to death. This is suf- 
ficient to prove the atrocious nature of the offence. 

But some hay inquire for a reason why such a severe 
sentence was annexed to the sin of Sabbath breaking. 

1. It is the abuse of a gift. The Sabbath is an insti+ 
tution which God has ordained, in mercy, for the benefit 
of his creatures. ‘Though he calls it his own, yet it was 
made for man; that is, for man’s benefit. It was sure- 
ly a proof and expression of divine mercy, to set apart 
one day in seven, in which it should be the duty of men 
to disengage themselves from worldly care, and rest from 
worldly labor ; that they might have one day to seek the 
Lord, and learn his will, without embarrassment. It 
was merciful to their bodies, as well as to their souls. 
They need so much rest from bodily labor; and they 
certainly need that proportion of time to attend, without 
the distraction of worldly business and cares, to the more 
important concerns of their souls. 
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In the institution of the Sabbath likewise, God had de- 
signs of mercy to the inferior animals, as well as to men. 
“ Thou shalt not do anv work therein, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, nor thy man servant, nor thy maid ser- 
vant, nor thy cattle.” ‘The brutes partake Jarge ly of the 
painful effects of the apostacy. ‘Their pains and their 
jabors have come onthem, through the sin which ‘has 
entered into the world; ‘ for the whole creation groan- 
eth, and travaileth with pain together until now.” The 
cattle need some mitigation of their pains ; and it was 
merciful, that God should provide, by law, that on one 
day in seven they should be e: cempted from those labors 
and pains which we have brought upon them. 

Hence it unavoidably follows, that those who profane 
the Sabbath, by labor, or by causing their cattle to labor, 
counteract the merciful design of an institution which 
was ordained for the benefit of men and of cattle. They 
abuse a gift of God: and all know, that to trample a gift 
under foot, and abuse a privilege, is an aggravated of- 
fence, and affords a proof of dreadful depravity. 

2. Although the Sabbath was made tor the benefit of 
men and of the cattle, yet God has appropriated the time 
to himself. It is consecrated to his praise and service. 
To us itis a memorial of divine grace and mercy. We 
are to remember, on that day, the kindness of the Lord 
—his gracious interposition, im giving his Son to seek 
and to save that which was lost, in raising up a church 
from the ruins of the apostacy, and receiving it into a 
relation that is so peculiar near to himself. But if God 
has appropriated the day to himself, those who take the 
whole or any part of it for their worldly business or 
pleasure, are guilty of robbery ; and it is a robbery of 
the most criminal kind, for they rob their Maker. ‘They 
take that time which he has challenged more especially 
to himself, and convert it to their own use. ‘This is de- 
liberate robbery: it is a matter of calculation: for those 
who intend to do some work, or accomplish some part 
of a journey, on the Sabbath, know that the day is the 
Lord’s ; yet they deliberately calculate to make a gain 
to themselves, by converting some portion of his time to 
their private use and benefit. This will account for that 
severity of punishment which God ordered to be inflict- 
ed on profaners of his Sabbath. 
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2. ‘There is another circumstance which makes a vio- 
lation of the Sabbath peculiarly criminal, and offensive 
to God. He has said, “ It isa sign between. me and 
you throughout your generations, that ye may know that 
I am the Lord that doth sanctify you.” This has led us 
to consider it as a covenant transaction ; and consequent- 
ly more important in its nature and design than other 
positive laws. It is a kind memorial of what God has 
done, and is still doing, for his people. This memorial, 
like other tokens of his gracious covenant, is to be per- 
petuated from age toage. It is, in short, a pledge of his 
everlasting love, In this respect it is placed on a level 
with Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. If one should open- 
ly profane the holy ordinance of the Supper, he would be 
deemed a monster of impiety ; but if the Sabbath also is 
a sign or token between God and. his people; is it not 
equally impious to profane it? ‘Lhose-who improve 
that sacred day for their worldly business or pleasure; 
disregard the memorial of his grace. God: has ins 
stituted the Sabbath for a sign between -him: and: his 
people—A sign of what? ‘That he is the Lord that 
doth sanctify them. It is a memorial of his:mercy in 
providing the means of their sa'vation. He holds up 'this 


dear pledge to mankind, that they may often be remind-' 


ed of what he has done for their present and future hap- 
piness. How profane, how abusive, to trample under 
foot a pledge of God’s love, a sign of his mercy, in sanc- 
tifying and saving men! Indeed those who persist in 
the profanation of the Sabbath, seem determined that 
they will disregard all God’s overtures of mercy, as well 
as the denunciations of his wrath ; and that they will not 
be won to him and to their duty by any consideration, lct 
them be ever so kind and benevoient. 

Viewing the aubject in this light, we see why God 
has guarded the Sabbath by such tremendous penalties : 
and we may sec that profanations of that ordinance are 
in a peculiar manner offensive to him. 


AUGUSTINE. 


[To be continued.? 
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40 
On Prayer. 


THE efficacy of Prayer is felt by every praying man, 
As there is no depth, from which its \ oice cannot reach 
to the Heavens, and to the ear of Him who filleth them; 
so there is no elevation of power, or of science, which 
doth not need the aid of its consolations. Prayer is not 
the offspring of weakness or timidity. It springs from a 
sense of dependence on the Father of lights ; and whoev- 
er sees and feels this dependence most strongly, will most 
abound in this duty ‘The most learned Christians have 
not unfrequently been distinguished for particular atten- 
tion to prayer and private devotion. Beholding, as their 
superior acquirements enable them to do, not only them- 
selves and their own eternal well-being, but the fate of 
worlds and thousands of worlds, hanging on no other 
balance than the Divine Power, they cannot but be hum- 
ble and self-abased, in the presence of that Being, whose 
arm alone sustains ‘the universe. 

The constant devotions of Mr. Locke and Sir Is7ac 
Newton are well known. Dr. Johnson composed the 
following prayer, when he began to write one of his prin- 
cipal works. “ Almighty God, the Giver of all good 
things, without whosc help all labor is ineffectual, and 
without whose grace all wisdom is folly, grant, I b: sseech 
‘Lhee, that im this undertaking, thy Holy Spirit may not 
be withheld from me ; but that I may promote thy glo- 
ry, and the «alvation of myself and othess : grant this, 
O Lord ! :or the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

Sir William Jones, the first scholar of his own, and the 
admiration of succeeding Ages, was frequent and ardent, 
in his addresses to the God of ali comfort and consola- 
tion. Several excellent prayers were found among his 
papers, in his own hand-writing, after his decease.— 
Among others is the following, composed during a short 
illness in September, 1784 :— O ‘hou Bestower of all 
good ! if it please Thee to continue my easy tasks in this 
life, grant me strength to perform them asa faithful ser- 
vant ; but if thy wisdom hath willed to end them by this 
thy visitation, admit mc,not weighing my unworthiness, 
but through thy mercy de -clared in Christ, into thy heav- 
enly mansions, that 'f may continually advance in hap- 
piness, by advancing in true knowledge and awtul love 
of Thee. Thy will be done.’ 
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The following was composed on waking at sea, July 
27,1783. “Graciously accept our thanks, Thou Giver 
of all good, for having preserved us another night, ahd 
bestowed on us another day, O grant that, on this day, 
we may meditate on thy law, with joyful veneration, and 
keep it in all our actions, with firm obedience.” The 
following supplication for heavenly wisdom jis much in 
the spirit of the wise King of Israel. “ Father and God 
of mercy, give me Wisdom, the assistant of thy seats ; 
send her from thy holy Heavens, from the seat of Thy 
Greatness ; :aat she may be present with me, and labor 
with me, and teach me what is acceptable to Thee.” 


“If we sometimes suffer the humiliation of seeing great 
talents and extensive erudition prostituted to infi- 
delity, and employed in propagating misery, by endeav- 
oring to subvert the basis of our temporal and eternal 
welfare, we cannot but feel a more than common grati- 
fication at the salutary union of true genius and piety. 
Learning, that wantons in irreligion, may flash a strong 
light ; but, though brilliant, it is baneful ; and while it 
dazzles, it makes us tremble for our safety. © Science, 
without piety, whatever admiration*it may excite, will 
never be entitled to an equal degree of respect and es- 
teem, with the humble knowledge, which makes us wise 
unto salvation.” He, who has tasted that the Lord is 
gracious, would not part with that knowledge, for all 
which the schools bestow. He, who, by prayer, holds 
high communion with God, hath risen to a fountain cf 
knowledge, exhaustless and eternal, 


The Fruits of Inquiry. 
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Grounds of proof, that the gospel church is the ancient 
church of God continued and extended. 


CORRECT views of the origin and rise of the gos- 
pel church are of unquestionable importance. Very dif- 
ferent opinions are at this day entertained on the subject, 
Some suppose that the gospel church is entirely distinct 
from the ancient Zion, and that it commenced in the 
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days of John the Baptist. Others suppose that the gos- 


pel church is the ancient Zion continued, extended and 
advanced to an improved state. This dissertation is de» 
signed to exhibit a summary of premises, from which 
rational conclusions may be drawn in support ot the lat- 
ter hypothesis. 

That the gospel church is the Abrahamic church con- 
tinued and extended, may appear from the following 
things, viz. 

J. From the evidence which the Scripture affords, 
that the covenant made with Abraham comprised all the 
provision which God has revealed for the saivation of 
either Jews or Gentiles. : 

If. In that covenant Abraham was constituted the 
father of all them that believe, whether circumcised or 
uncircumcised. 

IiI. Inthe gospel state of the church, both believing 
Jews and believing Gentiles are children of the covenant 
of promise, even as Isaac was. ‘ Now we brethren, as 
Isaac was, are children of the prorhise.” 

IV. ‘To the ancient Zion, God made promises of 
perpetual cxistence and perpetual love. 

VY. For the comfort and encouragement of the an- 
cient Zion, predictions were given that the Gentiles 
should be added unto her. 

VI. From St. Paul’s answer to this question, “ Hath 
God cast away his people?” Rom. x1. 1. The ques- 
tion is of this import, Hath God cast away his Abra- 
hamic church? To this question the apostle answers— 

1. God forbid. This is expressive of a just abhor- 
rence of the tdea.— 

2. He argues from the fact of his being one of the 
Abrahamic church, “ For I also am an Israelite, of the 
seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.” — 

3. He remarks, that as it was in the days of Elias, 
while he thought himself alone, there were seven thou- 
sand who had not bowed the knee to Baal. Even so, 
then, at this present time also, there is a remnant accord- 
ing to the election of grace.— 

4. He exhibits the true state of the case, by metaphor 
of the good olive tree, from which some of the natural 
branches were broken off, and branches from a wild ol- 

ive had been ingrafied. The natural branches represent 
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the natural descendants of Abraham in the line of Isaac 
and facob. Some of these were broken off for their un- 
belief, The branches from the wild olive, he explains 
to be the believing Gentiles, who were graffed into the 
same stock from which the natural branches were brok- 
en off. 

VII. The Scriptures afford evidence that both Christ 
and his disciples continued their membership in the 
Abrahamic church during the time of his ministry. As 
members of that church they eat the passover together 
the very night he was betrayed. And at the same time 
he instituted the Lord’s Supper, for the future observ- 
ance of his followers, and as a substitute for the passover. 
No one I think can deny, that it was as members of this 
Abrahamic church, that Christ and his disciples eat the 
passover. Nor is it to be admitted without proof, that 
they considered themselves as members of two distinct 
churches at the same time. 

Vill. The Scriptures afford evidence, that the Apos- 
tles and believing Jews continued their membership in 
the Abrahamic church at least twenty-five years after 
the death of Christ. As this argument has not, to my 

recollection, been urged by any writer, I may perhaps 
be indulged in a more particular illustration. 

It ought, I think, to be admitted, that so long as the 
Apostles and believing Jews adhered to the institutions 
and rituals of the Mosaic dispensation, so long they con- 
tinned as members of the Abrahamic church. Noreason, 
it is presumed, can be given for their adherence to the 
gncient rites, but that they considered themselves as 
members of the ancient church. If then it can be made 
to appear, that for twenty-five years after the crucifixion 
they continued a sacred adherence to the rites of the 
iormer dispensation ; 3 it will also, at the same time, ap- 
pear, that in their view no church was in existence in 
contradistinction to the Abrahamic church. 

From Paul’s epistle to the Galatians it appears to have 
been seventeen years from the time of his conversion to 
the time the council sat at Jerusalem. Reckoning from 
the time of his conversion, he says, “ After three years, 
I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him 
fifteen day s,” Gal. i. 18.“ Then fourteen years after, f 
went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and took Ti- 








— 


eS 





i 
— . 


i: 


e..F > 
Spaneaka 


ne ie oo ea 


ink a 


0 
ws, ; 
i 
ano We 
ated | 
Oat eh 
ae} 
1 ae } 
te ag 
ole et | 
} 
| 
it 
/ 


i 
| 
t | 
i 


a ppc sage 
ot ny 


were - ae 


= ers ee ee 2 
ph eet 


Ad The Fruits of Inquiry—No. f. 


tus with me,” chap. ii. 1. During this visit the council 
sat, to decide whether it were necessary that the believ- 
ing Gentiles should be circumcised. ‘ After much dis- 
puting,” they resulted in the negative. Till this time, 
it appears nothing had been determined, and that little 
had been understood, respecting the abolition of any of 
the rites instituted sialic the former dispensation. And 
nothing was implied in the result which indicates that 
they had any idea that those rites were abolished as they 

respected the Jews. 

According to the Bible chronology, in A. D. 60, or 
eight years from the sitting of the council, Paul return- 
ed again to Jerusalem. (Sce Acts xxi.) Prior to his 
arrival, intelligence had reached Jerusalem that he had 

aught the Jews, among the Gentiles, to “ forsake the law 
of Moses, saving, they ought not to circumcise their 
children, neither to walk after their customs.” On ac- 
count of this intelligence, James and the Elders were filled 
with concern for Paul's safety, as soon as they saw him 
in Jerusalem. The next day after his arrival, Paul vis- 
iged “ James, and all the Elders were present. He de- 
clared particularly what things God had wrought among 
the Gentiles by his ministry.” James and the Elders 
glorified God, and then addressed Paul as follows :— 
*“ Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of the 
Jews there are which believe, and they are all zealous of 
the law. And they have heard of thee, that thou teach- 
est all the Jews among the Gentiles to forsake the law 
of Moses, saying they ought not to circumcise their chils 
dren, neither to ‘walk after theiy customs. What is it 
therefore? The multitude must needs come together 
for they will hear that thou art come. Do therefore 
this which we say unto thee. We have four men which 
have a vow on them ; them take, and purify thyself with 
them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave 
their heads. And all may know that those things where- 
of they were informed of thee are nothing ; but “that thou 
thyself walkest orderly and keepest the law. As con- 
cerning the Gentiles, we have written and concluded that 
they observe no such thing, save only that they keep 
themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, 
and trom things strangled, and from fornication.” 

The last verse refers to the result of council before- 
mentioned ; and the whole passage plainly implies, that 
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James, and the Elders, and the believing Jews, had not 
understood that the former institutions were abolished. 
The rites, with which Paul was advised to comply, were 
those which respected the Nazarite. The law we have 
in Num. chap. vi. Among other things required in that 
law, there was to be a meat-offering, a drink-offering, a 
peace-offering, aad even a sin-offering. From these cir- 
cumstances it 1s clear, that for some purpose God had 
concealed it from the "Apostle s who had taught in Jeru- 
salem, that the institutions of the Sinai covenant or law 
were abolished. Had they taugiit as it was reported that 
Paul had taught, why would his life have been in danger? 
Moreover, the Epistle to the Hebrews is supposed to 
have been written by Paul, while a prisoner at Rome. 
And one great object of it appears to be this, to con- 
vince the believing Jews, that the institutions under the 
Sinai dispensation, were “ shadows of good things to , 
come,” and that they had been abolished by the death of ; 
Christ. ‘i 
Thus evident it is, that as late, if not later than twen- fe! 
ty-five years after the crucifixion, the apostle James, the Fs 
Elders, and the m: iny thousands of the believers in ju- i 
dea, were all zealous of the law; all attached to the rites 
of the former dispensation ; and that as members of the 
Abrahamic church, they regarded the ancient rituals. 
Does it then appear, that they were disposed to treat the 
Abrahamic covenant and church with such contempt as 
they are treated by some at the present day? -Does it ap- 
pear, that they h: id the remotest idea of the existence of 
any other church than the Abrahamic church? How 
groundless then is the hypothesis, that a new church 
commenced with the gospel dispensation ! 
The all-wise God had doubtless sufficient reasons for 
his conduct in withholding from the believing Jews, for 
su long a time, clear light respecting the abolition of the 
typical institutions. | One reason might be this, that in 
the present age of his church, convincing and invincible 
proof, from historical facts, might be produced, to show 
th he did not cast away his peonle ; that a gospel 
church, in contradistinction to the Abrahamic church 
continued and extended, was never the work or design 
of Christ or his apostles ; and that the true gospel church 
exists under that covenant by which Abraham was con- 
stituted the father of all them that believe. 
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e 
Perhaps, in a future nember, I may offer some proof 
ia support of the opinion, that Paul was the first to whom 
it was revealed that the Mosaic rites were abolished. 

RESEARCH. 


Letters to a Brother on Parental Duties. 
LETTER I. 
Dear Brotter, 

THROUGH divine goodness, vou have become a 
parent. You have received from your Creator a dear 
ehild. You feel pleased wiih the gift. Many hours, 
which might oth-rwise pass heavily, you now spend very 
de lightfully, with your child in your arms, or upon your 
knees. Soon, you hope, your little son w im begin to tot- 
ter, then to walk with firmness. You notice, with much 
pleasu: e, every symptom of his being a forward, promis- 
img child. You fondh hope that he will long live, and 
crown vour declining days with deligh and satisfaction. 
May your pleasing anticipations, dear brother, be real- 
ized. May yonr son live, and prove a rich blessing, an 
unspeakable comfort. Ru it this, you know, de pends 
wholly on the divine will. The L ord giveth, ad taketh 
away, according to his holy pleasure. When he pleases, 
he may remove your child by death. Ifthe child should 
Tong be sprred, still he will not be areal blessing to you, 
without Goc’s special favor. ; 

“Children and fricnds are blessings too, 
It God our Sovereign make them fo ” 

H you should not enjoy thisfavor, it might have been 
better for you to have been childless all your davs. 
How much affliction and distress do some endure on ac 
count of their children ! 

Is there nothin, dear brother, for tou to do?. Ffave 
you not important duties to perform, in order to enjoy 
the divine blessing with your offspring ? Are ee 
parental duties, strictly binding upon veu? If you 
glect these, how can you expe ct the blessing of Heav« en? 

Before I proceed to urge these duties, I must usc the 
freedom to inquire into the state of your own sdul. Have 
you that religion, which God will accept? Have you 
been bom of God, and prepared, by sovereign grace, 
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for his service? If you have not, can you, acceptably, 
perform any duty? You know that the first and great 
command is to love God with all the heart. This is the 
first thing God requires. This requirement he will nev- 
er dispense with. It is as immutable as his existence. 
He must cease to exist, before you can be freed from this 
command. And this love you must exercise, before you 
can be accepted with God, through the great Mediator. 
Christ did not die to destroy this law, or to bring it 
down to the depraved feelings of the natural heart ; but 
he died to have it fulfilled. You must exercise that faith 
in Christ, which worketh by love, or implies supreme 
love to God and his law. Then you will abide in Christ 
and Christ in you ; and you will live in obedience to all 
divine commands. You will then delight in the daily 
worship of God in your family. You will teach and 
command all under your care, to keep the way of the 
Lord. 

My dear brother, have you this religion ? You cer- 
tainly have not, except you have a deep acquaintance 
with certain truths, which are the foundation of the 
Christian system. I[fyou have true religion, you have 
seen and felt your lost, your criminal, guilty, and perish- 
ing state: the sovereign grace of God, through Christ, 
presents to your view the only way of salvaiton: you 
can discover no other groand of hope: you daily work 
out your salvation with fear and trembling, knowing that 
God must work in you to will and to do, of his good 
pleasure: nothing in your view is so important to you as 
the salvation of your soul: rea!’zing the worth of your 
own soul, you feel deeply concerned for your beloved 
child: you have been an instrument of its coming into 
existence ina world of abounding iniquity : without 
God’s special grace, it must eternally perish. How sol- 
emn the thought ! 

I close for the present, dear brother, with earne stly” 
requesting you to make a faithful application, of what I 

ave suggested, to your own heart and conscience. 
Your’s, in tender love. 


PH }.0. 
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‘Extratt from a letter, written by a perfon lately 
deceafed, to a brother. 


My dear and affectionate Brother, 


I AM often thinking of you, and feel solicitous for 
your welfare. On thinking of you, today, and reflect- 
ing how bountiful the God of nature has been to you, by 
enduing you withso much judgment, discretion, and 
prudence, as well as other abilities natural and acquired, 
so as to gain the esteem of men; and that you have an 
immortal soul ; my heart longs for your complete felicity. 
The greatest affection I can express, is to carry you by 
prayer to the throne of grace, which I have done in my 
weak manner: and now I take my pen to express to you 
my feclings. I cannot omit writing. Dear brother, time 
is short and uncertain ; but there is alongeternity. An 
important query arises—Shall we forever join in the 
praises of redeeming love ?-Or shali we spend an eternal 
round with devils and damned spirits, being continually 
tormented by them, and constantly upbraiding each 
other? If, in time, we do not repent, and embrace the 
Savior, we must have a doleful place in the dark regions 
of the damned. Our distmguished privileges will ex- 
ceedingly aggravate our woes. O Eternity! Eternity! 












ae Eternity! O boundless, never-ending Eternity! Who 
eh ¢an comprehend the expression ? 
ae Ty dear brother, I earnestly entreat you to become 
oak | truly pious ; and to devote all your powers, talents, and 
‘| influence, to the promotion of the Redeemer’s cause. 
na | Perhaps you may think that it would manifest more wis- 
ay | dom in me, to examine myself, to correct my own faults, 
ity and mortify my own evil propensities. I know that I 


ae 
~ 


have a very wicked heart, and that I have eause of con- 
tinual repentance and watchfulness over myself. But I 
cannot delay writing to you, until my own heart is com- 
pletely renewed. We are ortal—we are near eternity : 
and I desire, if I perish, that I may not have a brother, 
whom I sincerely love, to be my companion in guilt and 
wretchedness. But, my brother, I have a hope, that, 
notwithstanding my ‘exceeding vileness, God has called 
me by his special grace: and truly, if Iam saved, I shall 
be a monument of sovereign mercy. I must ascribe it 
wholly to God’s rich and abounding grace. He hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy. Are youreconciled 
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to the absolute sovereignty of God? Do you repent of 
sin? Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ ?+-Do not 
put me off by saying that your life is regular atid that no 
person can say any harm of you. All. this I know. But 
there must be a change of heart. There must be Acart 
religion. Saith our Judge, Ye must be born again. Have 
vou ever experienced this great change ? Do you know, 
experimentally, what it is to be brought out of the darks 
ness of a natural state, into God’s marvellous light? If 
you love Christ in sincerity, how can you neglect to com- 
memorate his dying love at his table? If you are not 
prepared to attend, acceptably, on this solemn ordinance, 
yeu are nét prepared to die.——Remember that persons 
may be orthodox in sentiment, publicly profess religion, 
and regularly attend on all moral and instituted duties, 
and yet finally perish. We must be born again. We must 
be created in Christ Jesus unto good works. We must 
see our lost condition as sinners ; we must submit to the 
righteousness of God, and cordially embrace the Son of 
his love—I should think it necessary to apologize for 
writing so freely, were it not that I write for eternity. 
Altho’ I am a young sister, yet the importance of the 
subject, and my affection for you, constrain me to us¢ 
freedom and plainness. May God, of his infinite love 
and grace, have mercy on you. 


—— - -- 


On the Doctrine of Perseverance, according to 
1 Peter i. 5. 
“ Vho are kept by the power of God, through faith, unte 


salvation” —— 


THIS epistle was written, to establish, edify, and 
comfort, the believing Jews, who were dispersed, by per- 
secution, away from their native country, and dwelt as 
strangers among the Gentiles in various places. It be 
gins thus, “ Peter, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, to the 
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, ane 
docia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ; Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied.” 
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Having thus designated, and saluted those to whom h¢ 
wrote, then the Apostle reminds therm, that altho’ they 
were excluded from their native, beloved country, yet 
they were not excluded from the hope of a better ; say- 
ing, “ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, according to his abundant mer¢y; kath be! 
gotten us again unio a lively Rope; by the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, uadefiled, and which fadeth not away; feserved 
in Heaven for you; who are. kept by the power of God 
through faith unte salvation.” ‘Thus the Apostle would 
courfort his afflicted brethren with the doctrine of cer- 
tain perseverance te everlasting life. : 
It is now intended to set this doctrine in a clear and 
conviricing light, agreeably to the import of the text, itt 
several particulars ; and then endeavor to answer such 
objections against.it, a§ are corisideted of most weight: 
1. It may be inquired,. who are those kept by the 
power of God through faith urito salvation ? 
_ The answer is, all such, and none but such, as aré 
renewed by the Spirit unto an holy, cbedient faith. Per- 
sons of this description only, the Apostle had in view: 
He denominates them “Elect according to thé fore= 
knowledge of God, through sanctification of the Spirit un- 
to obedience.” He speaks of them as “ begotten again to 
a lively hope,” and as having faith in Christ more precious | 
than gold. To all of this description, of whatever diver- 
sity in other respects, he gave assurance of their being 
kept unto salvation. It is not to be supposed, that all 
those believing strangers to whonma he wrote, were of 
equal attainments in religion ; yet he assured them, all 
as one, of being kept by the power of God, through faith 
unto salvation, He did mot speak of those of gtcatest at- 
tainments in distinction from any others who were by 
faith in Christ Jesus. But the strong and the weak, the 
more and the less, advanced in faith, piety, and right- 
eousness, the nen, the chilcren,; and the babes in Christ, 
were all on equal ground as to infallible perseverance 
unto everlasting life. Every one, in any measure sanc- 
tified by the Spirit unto obedience, had an inheritance re- 
served in Heaven for him, which he should certainly 
obtain. And all who have any degree of like preciout 


faith, are, in regartl to perseverance, equally secured. 
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"Fhe weakest, whose faith is of the right kind, the young- 
est and the smallest Christians, who are by renewin 
grace Christians indeed, will certainly be enabled to per- 
severe unto salvation. But this consolation belongs tq 
none who are not by regeneration jqined in one spirit 
with Christ. Such may be effectually called imto the 
same happy situation ; but at present they have no prom- 
ise of salvation, whatever may be their profession, ap- 
pearances, or hopes. Being without the love of God in 
them, the wrath of God abideth on them, They may 
have faith and joy tike the stony ground hearers describ- 
ed by Christ ; but being like those without root, like 
those they are liable to wither away. Without an holy 
root by renewing grace, the highest pretentions in reli- 
gion, and the greatest shew of it, furnish no ground of 
assurance of salvation. It is with the heart, man be- 
ljeveth unto righteousness. When by renewing grace 
the heart is formed to love and obey the truth as it is in 
Jesus, this faith brmgs the soul mto such a2 gracious, 
new-covenant standing, as can be pied in no other way. . 
‘Fo this purpose it is wmtten, Rom. v. 1, 2, “ Being jus- 
tified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom also we have access by faith in- 
to this grace wherein we stand, amd rejoice in hope of the 
lory of God.” Those who are in this standing have the 
earnest of the spirit in their hearts. See 2 Cor, i. 21, 22. 
‘* Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and 
hath anointed us, is God, who hath also sealed us and 
given the earnest of the spirit in our hearts.” Such, and 
such only, have their perseverance unto salvation infal- 
hibly secured. | 
2. It may be inquired, from what, and how far, such tf 
are kept?) Are they kept from all natural evil? Eyery 
one knows they are not. Those unto whom Peter wrote 
were in heaviness through manifold temptations, This 
was needful for the trial of their faith, And as it was 
for them, so it is for all Christians, necessary that they 
should be afflicted. They need affliction for the trial of 
their faith, to make its precious nature the more manifest, 
They need tribulation, to work in them patience, expe- 
rienee, and hope ; which maketh not ashamed. They 
need adversity in various ways, to keep them sensible 
that they are strangers and pilgrims here, aud to work 
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out for them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. And much as many Christians have of tribula- 
tion, it is all needful for them, and does and will yield to 
them the peaceable fruits of righteousness. And every 
believer shall at length know, chet all his sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the 
consequent glory. Thus, because much natural evil is 
needful for Christians in this life, they are not kept from 
it more than other men; yea, in many instances, not sa 
much as many others. And are they kept from all mo- 
ral evil, or from all sin? Far, very far from this is their 
present state, that the manifold wisdom and abounding 
ace of God may the more shine forth in their final per- 
ection in holineas and felicity. For this reason, God 
does not at once finish the sanctification of his people— 
They are not here made perfect in holiness, but have a 
law in their members warring against the law of their 
minds. In every one of them, there is, as it were, the 
company of two armies, the flesh lusting against the spi- 
rit, so that they are perfect in nothing, but in every thing 
come short, and in many overt acts greatly offend. ‘Thro’ 
the weakness of the new, and the strength of the old 
man, or through the want of more love, and the power 
of fleshly propensities, they sometimes fall into heinous 
sins ; and sometimes go such backsliding lengths as are 
matter of great stumbling to others, and of bitter mourn- 
ing to themselves, when they return as they always do.- 
For although true believers are not kept from all sin,nor 
always from every gross sin; yet they are kept from to- 
tal apostacy. In their lowest frames, and greatest back- 
slidings, they have remaining in them a seed of divine 
love, aroot of holiness. In this sense, “* Whosoever is 
born of God, doth not commit sin; for his seed remain- 
eth in him, and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God.” The meaning of these words, found in 1 John 
lili. 9. cannot be that every one who is regenerated lives 
perfectly without sin; for the eontrary ot this the Bible 
abundantly testifies. But it is thought the true meaning 
cannot be short of this, that whosoever is born of God, 
is secured from sin unto death, from final apostacy, and 
from total unholiness for a moment. 
TIMOTHY, 
[fo be continued. } 
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Death-béd Experiences of Lord Rochester. 


‘IN the Reposrrory No. 1, we gave an account of the 
repentance and happy death of the Earl of Rochester 
We now return to the death-bed experience of this 
converted nobleman, and mark the power of religion 
upon his mind, in that important season. He seemed 
to have no desire to live, but to testify the truth of his 
repentan¢e, and to bring glory to God. % If God,” says 
he, “ should spare me yet a little longer time here, I 
hope to bring glory to his name proportionally to the dis+ 
honor. I have done him in my whole life past ; and par- 
ticularly by endeavoring to convince others, and to assure 
them of the danger of their condition, if they continue 
impenitent ; and to tell them how graciously God hath 
dealt with me.” 

And when he came within the nearer views of death, 
about three or four days before it, he said, ** [ shall now 
dic. But, 0! what unspeakable glories do I see! what 
joys bey ond thought or expression, am I sensible of! [ 
‘am assured of God’s mercy to me, through Jesus Christ. 

© ! how I long to die, and to be with my Saviour !” 

‘Phus died this eminent subject of regenerating grace, 
July the 26th, 1680, being only in his 34th year ; yet so 
was life worn away by his long illness, and the effects of 
his former licentious course, that nature gave up with- 
out a struggle.’ In him was strikingly verified the remark 
of the Apostle in another case, that “ where sin abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound.” The account pub- 
lished by Bishop Burnet, gives the particulars of his 
conversion more at length, and the various conversations 
on divine things between them, under the title of “* Some 
Passages in the Life and Death of John Earl of Roches- 
ter,” of which the late Dr. Johnson entertained so hig'y 
an opinion, that he says, “ the critic ought to read it 
for its elegance, the philosopher for its arguments, and 
the saint for its piety.” 

Mr. Parsons, chaplain to Lady Rochester, preached 
and printed a ~thioms pasate for his Lordship, in which, 
alter mentioning many of the same or similar circums 
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stances with the Bishop, he makes the following applica. 
tion to the consciences cf his-hearers, which will apply 
equally to the readers of this abridged account. 

“ Having thus,” says he,, “ discharged the office of an 
historian, im a faithful representation. ef the conversion 
and death of this great sinner, give me-leave now ta, 
Bespeak you, as an ambassador of Christ, and,. in his 
name,, earnestly persuade you to be reconciled to him, 
and to follow this dlustrious ‘person,. not in his sims any 
more; but in his sorrows for them, and forsaking them. 
If any have begnm drawn into sin from his example, let 
them be persuaded to break off their sins-by repentance, 
by the same example. God knows, theye are too many 
that are wise enough to discern and to follow the exam- 

ples of evil, but to do good from these examples. they 
wave NO Pawer ; ‘like those absurd flatterers we read of, 
who could imitate Plato in his crookedness, Aristotle 
in his stammering,. and Alexander the Great m the 
bending of his neck and shrillness of his voice ;. but not. 
m any of their perfections, Such as these I would be- 
scech in their cooler seasons to ask themselves, * What 
fruit Rad-you in those things, whereof ye are now asham- 
ed? For the end of these things is death.” Be per- 
suaded then with a humble and obedient heart,, to meet 
the blessed Jesus, who is wow on the way, and comes 
to us in the bowels of a Savior, beseeching us to accept 


12” 


The following lines were written hy Dr. Watts, in reference ta 
this event—the name Strepbon being intended for Earl Rochester :-— 


I judge tlie mefe of lewd defire ; Burn,turn,hecry’dwith facred rage, 
Hier fons to darhnefs, & her works. Mell is the due of ewory page. 
to. fire. Hell be its fate—(Bur,O indulgent 
in vain the datt’ries of theirwit, heay’n! [forgiv’n ! 
Now with a melting ftrain, now So vile the mufe, and yet the man 
with a heav’nly flight, Burn on,my songs ; Sor not the silver 
Would tempt my virtue to approve Thames, 
Taofe gaudy tinders of a lawlefs Nox Tyber with ite yellow streams, 
love. In endless currente rolling to the. 
So hariots drefs : they can appear main, [the staim 
Sweet, modeft, cool, divinely fair, Can e'er dilate tbe proison,or wash out 
Ty charm a Gato’s eye; but atl So Mofes, by divine command, 
within, [ugly raging fin. F orbade the leprovs houle to ftands 
Stench, impudence, and fire, and When deep the fatal {pot was 
Sirephon, of noble blood and mind, grown, 
' (Forever thine his name! ){fign’d, * Break down the timbez, aa} dig 
#4 death approach’d, his foul re- up the Ronc.* 
And gave his loofer fonnets to 
the fame.. 
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Remarbable Instance of the Power of Diviné 
Grace. 

{From © The Fulfilfing of the Scripture.” by fhe Rev. Mr. Fleming, 
Paftor ef acherch in Rotterdam. 

WHAT an observable pastage i that, known to many 
yet alive, about 2 nototious robber in the south parts of 
this land, {Scetland) called ¥ohn of *he Score, Whe fot 
many years having driven that woful trade, did one day 
rencountera poor man travelling with two horses, which 
he according to his custom takes away. ‘The poor ovun- 
cryman falling down.on his knees, did earnestly beg, 
that for Jesus Christ’s sake he would give the one again, 
for he had no more tezaaintain his poor family, bat what 
he could gain by them ; but it was in vain. He carnieth 
them heme with him, leaving the poor man in that des: 
late condition < but a little after, he stares dumpish and 
melancholy, could get no rest.or quiet, not kaowing the 
cause, but as he professed, that those zvorde which the 
poor man had spoke to him (though he was 20 gteat an 
atheist, that he understood not what he meant whea he 
spake ‘of Christ) were lying like, a heavy weight upon his 
spirit ; and whilst he was sought after for his robberies; 
he desired his sons to shift for themselves,. for he could 
not go out ofthe way, there being a restraint upon ‘him, 
and something within him that in.a sert bound him fram 
voing out ef the way ; and thus staid at his house until 
he wag apprehended, brought mto Edinlurgh, and there 
but upin prison. pan which a godly mainister, Mr. 
Heney Blyth, swith a christian gentleman, Wiliam Cun- 
ongham, tater of Banitoun, who had sometitaes known 
him, makea visit ; holding forth to hira his miserable 
estate, and the hazard of his soul (for he was judged by 
the law to dée) and amongst.other words, shewing him 
the necessity to flee to Fesus Christ, he doth suddenly 
reak out, with a cry, O what-word is that! for at hath 
been my death : That 2s the word, that hath lain upon my 
heart, since the poor man spake it tome 3 90 that 1 hed ne 
power from that time to go owt of theavay. And after be= 
ing told what an ene Liirist was, without whom ke could 
not be saved, he crieth + @ will he ever Jook to me! and 
chew mercy to one that for his sake would not shexv mercy te 
that poor man, and give him back his horse! But after 
further instruction, a most real and gracious change did 
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kppear upon him ; he gave mest convincing evidéentes of 
the reality thereof ; attained to great assurance, before 
his death ; and upon the scaffold, in the public streets 
where he was executed, did speak so wonderfully of the 
Lord’s dealing with him, and with such knowledge and 
judgment, as left a conviction on all present, and forced 
them to see a truth and reality in the grace of God.. 


IT is much to be regretted that the works of the illus- 
trious Calvin are so little redd in the present day. Ev- 
ery person who is acquainted with the writings of our 
tmost eminent reformers, both in England and Scotland, 
such as Hooker, Cranmer, Knox, &c. knows that no 
man was he!d in higher estimation by those distinguish- 
ed characters, than John Calvin, and no human compo- 
Sitions were more read and admired by them than his: 
or was it only by persons of the above description that 
Calvin’s writings were esteettied. The depth and inge« 
nuity of his thoughts, the strength and accuracy of his 
reasoning, and the purity and elegance of his diction, 
have led many, who had no telish for the Gospel, to pe- 
ruse his works. 

The celebrated infidel, Lord Bolingbroke, was a re- 
markable instance of this ; and the‘fcllowing anecdote, 
in proof of it, may be depended on: One day, a Cler- 
gyman of his Lordship’s acquaintance, (Mr. C&—~h, 
who died Vicar of Battersea) happened to call on him, 
when he was reading in Calvin’s Institutes. “ You havé. 
found me,” said his Lordship, “ reading John Calvin. 
He was indeed aman of preat parts, profound sense, and 
vast learning. He handles the doctrines of grace in a ve* 
ry masterly manner.” * Doctrines of grace!” replied the 
Clergyman, “ the doctrines of grace have set all man- 
kind together by the ears.” “J am surprised to hear 
tou say so,” answered Lord Bolingbroke, “ you who pro- 
fess to believe and to preach Christianity. Those doc- 
trines are certainly the doctrines of the Bible : and, if I 
believed the Bible, I must believe them. And, let me 
seriously tell you, that I think the greatest miracle in the 
world is, the subsistence of Christianity, and its contin= 
ued preservation as a religion, when the preaching of i€ 
is committed to the care of such unchristian gentlemen 
as yous” Christian DMonttor. 
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Religious Jntelligence. 
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CALCUTTA. 
Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. William Carey, dated at Calcutta, 
Fan, 20, 1807, to the Rev. Dr. Staughton, of Philadelphia. 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 


BY the return of Mr. M’Fa: ane, I take the opportunity of fending 
a few hafty lines, to ihform you of the changes which have taken 
place fince I wrote you last. 

Through a fevere aflidion brother Bifs has been obliged to leave 
his flation here and return to Europe. I hope, that the Lord, who 
knows the wants of all his churches, will eventually overrule this ve- 
ry afli&ing providence for the good of his church, and for the fur- 
therance of the gofpel. He will probably arrive in America before 
this reaches you. If he be ftill with you, give my, and all our breth- 
ren and fifters’ love to him and fifter Bifs.* 

When captain Wickes was here we were direfed to plana miffion 
to the Birman empire, I expe&ed to have been able to fay, that our 
brethren are gone thither ; but the fhip is delayed a day or two for a 
pilot. They came down this evening, thinking to go on board to- 
morrow. I believe they will go the next day. May the Lord fend 
profperity ! 

When captain Wickes was with us he attended a meeting, which 
was held at a place (formerly an idol temple) belonging to the Rev. 
Mr. Brown, firft chaplain of the prefidency, on account of a pious 
clergyman being difmiffed to his ftation. In that fame place we this 
day met, and commended our brethren Chater and Mardon to God, 
for the work to which they are called. Little did the builder of that 
edifice think to what purpofe it would be appropriated. From thence 
have feven minifters of the gofpel been difmiffed to their various ita- 
tions within a few months ; and in these services churchmen, inde- 
pendents and baptitts, have united as brethren in the moft cordial 
manner: I think with a cordiality unknown in England. Two bap- 
tilts, two independents, and three churchmen, have been from thence 
fent to their work. 

This day we heard a long letter from a minifier, who has lately 
gone to vifit the Chriftian churches and the Jews inthe fouth. He 
has found much real Chriftianity among some in thofe parts, and has 
jufi vifited a number of Syrian Chriftian churches hid among the 
mountains of Malabar, which, it is fuppofed, were planted in the 
fourth century. These Chriftians had never feen a printed Bible, 
but have the Syriac Bible, in manufcript. Some of their manufcripts 
are very ancient. Some of them did not know that there were any 
other Chriftians in the world befides themfelves and the Roman Cath- 
olics at Goa, whom they abhor, having been feverely perfecured by 
them. Some_of the bishops talked about the neceflity of the religion 
of the heart, and I fhould hope the fear of God is among them. 





* Mr. Biss died on bis passage to America, about four weeks after his 
pepe Serampore ; leaving a widow and four children, who 
are now in Philadelphia, and to whom, we doubt not, all that attention 
will be paid, which their situation requires. It is said, that Mrs. Bise 
contemplates a return to India. H Affembly’s Magazine: 
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An order was ent out from the court of dire&ors to new model! the 
college of Fort William,* and to make very great reduGtigns in the 
expentes. Inthe cfd fate 1 was teacher of Bengalee, Sdafigtkrit and 
Mahratta, with a falary of five hundred rupees per month. Laft 
week I] received a letter from government acquainting me, that I 
vas appointed by the governor general in council profeffor of the 
Bengalee and Sangfkrit languages, with a falary of one thoufand ru- 
pees per month, or one hundred twenty-five pounds fterling. Thas 
the earth he!peth tke woman. This will enable’us to do fomething 
more for our Lord ¢ 


Remarks respecting the Christians found in Malabar, 
mentioned in the foregoing letter. 

THE information given in this letter is very interetting. We can- 
not but hope that Providence has feparated thefe Chriflians from the 
reft of the Chriftian world, for the purpofe of making them unfof- 
pefied depofitaries of important truth ; that from the mountains of 
Malabar new light may arife for the contirmation of Chriftian faith ; 
that manufcripts will be difcovered, which will afford additional 
proof of the uncorrupted prefervation of the Scriptures, and affiit in 
fettling difputed paflages of the facred text. Among a people fo long 
fecluded in mountains, fufficient traces we hope may be found of an- 
cient ufages and modes of thinking to remove the obfcurity imwhich 

* The college of Fort William, in Bengal, was instituted in 1800, up- 
on a suggestion by the Marquis of Wellesley It met with great opposition 
at first, but this was overcome by the cogent reasons urged in favor of the 
establishment, from which important advantages were expected. Su:table 
instructors are employed in teaching the languages of the country, with otb- 
ers adapted to be useful in India. Nor ts English composition neglected ; 
dut, together with the study of oriental dialects, proper attention is pard ta 
the language of the mother country, to the sciences, arts, and improvements 
of Europe. The meritorious student is rewarded by a degree of honour, 
which the college confers ; by the attention of those in power, by promo- 
tion, &Fc. ** Knowing as Ido,” says Mr. Carey, *‘ the natives of this coun- 
try, and hearing, as I do, their daily observations on our government, char- 
acter and principles, I am warranted to say, that the institution of this 
college was wanting to complete the happiness of the natives under our do- 
minion 3 for this institution will break down that barrier (our ignorance 
of their language) which has cver opposed the influence of our laws 
and principles, and has desporled our administration of its energy and 
effects. Were the institution to cease from this moment, its salutary ef- 
fects would yet remain. Good has been done, which cannot be undone. 
Sources of useful knowledze, moral instruction, and political utility, have 
been opened to the natives of India, which can never be closed ; and their 
civel improvement, like the gradual civilization of our own country; will 
advance in progression for ages to come” The gospels and New Testa- 
ment, translated into several languages of the east, have been printed in 
ais college. Niterary Panorama. 

+ Zhe missionaries disinterestedly resolved to devote nothing to private 
use. With wkat remains of their income, after defraying their necessary 
expenses, they form a common fund, which is appropriated to promote the 
object of their mission. We were well informed, in September, 1804, that 
not less than 13,0001. sterling had then been expended ; whereof only 57402. 
178. 7d.had been received from England in money, goods, tc. So that 
besides devoting themselves to the work, their pecuniary contributions 
te its support have been remarkably likeral. Adembly’s Magazine. 
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fome parts of the New Teftament are yet involved. Perhaps not on- 
ly the facred writings, but other valuable works of antiquity may be 
found on this retired {pot. We are allo anxious to know what views 
thefe Chriftians entertain of the leading doGrines of the gofpel. But 
the letier is not particular enough to gratify the curiofity which it ex- 
cites. 

We are not informed of the evidence on which it is fuppofed, that 
thefe churches were planted in Malabar in the 4th century. It is 
probable that they have fome traditions refpefing their origin ; and 
their rel-gious cultoms may helpto fix the time when they were fep- 
arated from the great bedy of Kaitern Chriftians. It is well known 
that in the beginning of the qth century. Chrihians were cruelly per- 
fecuted in the eaftern part of the Roman empire, under Dioclefian 
and Galerius. This event may have driven thefe churches into the 
interior of India. 

We learn from ecclefiaftical hiflorians, that the Neflorians, a nu- 
merous fect of Chriflians, which arofe in the sth century, and which 
in two Centuries overfpread the countries of the Eatt, introduced 
Chriflianity very early into India; and to this day, many Neftorians, 
or, as they are commonly called, Chrittians of St. Thomas, are found 
in Malabar. It may be fuppofed by fome, that the churches men- 
tioned in the letter are of this fe&, efpecially as the Neflorians “ have 
been feverely perfecuted by the Catholics at Goa.” But it is pre- 
fumed, that our informant, who vifited the other churches in Mala- 
bar, and who mui! have known the very obvious peculiarities of the 
Netlorians, could not have been deceived on this point. If no traces 
of the Netlorian controverly fhould be found in thetfe churches, this 
will be an argument of their great antiquity, fince the Nettorians at- 
ter the 5th centnry filled the countries neareft to India, aud penetrat- 
ed India icfelf. 

It is hoped that the mifionaries in India will feel interefed in ob- 
taining all poffible information reipe&ing thefe Chriftians. Thev 
will naturally dired their firit attention to the manufcriprts of the Syr- 
jac Bible in their poilefion. It 1s well known that the Ola Syriac 
holds the higheft rank among the verfions of Scripture. Biblical 
criticifm will receive great afliflance by 4 difcovery of the ftate of this 
verfion in the qth century. 

Perhaps further inquiry will difappoint the hopes we have here ex- 
prefled. But let it be oblerved, that we have expreffed not our Celief, 
but only our dopes ; and where the heart is intereited, how natural is 
it to indulge in hope ! Panoplist. 





CHINA. 

BY an edit of the Emperor of China, which bears the date 1805, 
it appears that a perfecution was at that time carrying on againft the 
converts to Chrillianity. The edi& admits the right of Evropeans 
iettled in China ta practife their own religious ufages; but flates it 
as a fettled Jaw of the Empire, that they fhould not propagate their 
dottrines among the natives. In contempt of this law, Te-tien-tfe 
(who it feems is a Catholic mifionary refident at Pekin of the name 
of Odeadato) had taught his doSrines to many pertfons, and had in- 
duced them to conform to his religion, and had alfo printed in the 
Chinete chara4er no leis than thirty-one books, with a view to fe- 
duce the minds of the fimple peafantry. This is declared to be a 


. 


very odious offence, and Te-tien-t!e is fentenced, in conlequence of 
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it, to be condufed to Ge-ho in Tartary, there to remain a prifoner, 
and to be debarred from any communication with the Tartars in that 
neighborhood. Several of the Chinefe, who had been feduced by 
this European, were found guilty. One of them, a private of infan- 
try, who had been difcovered teaching the Chriflian do@rine in a 
chorch; four others, who fuperintended congregations of Chriftians, 
or were otherwife ative inextending their fe&; a female peafant, 
who fuperintended a congregation of herown fex; and a foldier,who 
had contumacioufly refifted the exhortations made to him to renounce 
his errors; are banifhedto Eluth, and condemned to become {flaves 
among the Elaths. Three foldiers, who had been converted to Chrif- 
tianity, are declared unworthy to be confidered as men, and their 
names ordered to be erafed from the lift of the army. Several who 
had renounced theirerrors are difcharged from confinement; but a 
ftri&t watch is to be kept over them, left they fhould relapfe. The 
various civil and military officers, through whofe remiffnefs thefe 
foreign do¢trines have been propagated, are to be cafhiiered ; and the 
books containing thefe do“rines are without exception to be com- 
mitted to the flames, together with the printing blocks from which 
the impreflions were taken. It is further declared, that all who fhall 
bereufter frequent the Europeans, in order to learn their do&rines, 
will be punifhed wich the utmott rigor of the law. 


EUROPE. 


GERMANY. 


State of the Protestants in Germany. 

WE are informed, that a letter has been received by a gentlemaa 
i Baktimore, from a re{pe&able correfpondent in Wirtemberg, Ger- 
many, giving an account of moft important occurrences in the re- 
ligious world. 

‘‘ Cardinal Fefch,” he fays, “ Bonaparte’s uncle, is appointed 
chief of the church, over all the Congregations of the Rheniil con- 
federation, and has actually been acknowledged as fuch by all the 
Proteftant Princes, although he is a Roman Catholic. He had fcarce- 
ly taken his feat at Augiburg, before every thing began to incline 
towards Catholicifm, with the poor betrayed flock of Proteftants. 
Our Proteftant clergy, (fays the letter) are to lay afide the drefs they 
hiperto had worn, as they commanded neither refpe& nor made any 
iow in their preient mode, and are to wear mafs-weeds ; and our 
prelates aGually wear them now, and are obliged to wear on their 
breaits the order of Maria ina golden crofs. A great number of 
Catholic mafs books have been printed in the German language, 
which are divided into hours of prayer, and which are now adualiy 
read before preaching, at the altar in the Proteftant churches on the 
frontiers. The a vottacy from religion is every where attributed to 
want of refped fi i the Pope ; it muft, fay they, be re-eftablifhed, and 
the Pope be viewed as the firflling of the kingdom of God. An uni- 
verial union of religion, under the dire&ion of popedom, was every 
where {poken of, and no perfon had, for fear of Bonaparte, as yet, 
made any oppofition. A new fect had alfo appeared, fignalizing 
themfelves by a particular drefs and by a fign which every one wears 
nm Kis hat, who have actually deified Bonaparte.” 

Panoplist. 
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FRANCE. 

THE public attention has been excited by fome late movements 
among the Jews in Prance and Italy. Although that people, in their 
long difperfion, have continued diftin& in their religion and manners 
from the reft of mankind, yet as a body they have been without ory 
ganization, or connection. They have had Synagogues in different 
countries of Europe, but no common center of union, 

Some time in May, 1806, the Emperor of France iffued a decree, 
convoking deputies of the Ifraelites in France and Italy, to meet in 
Paris. The firft fitting of this afflembly, which is called the Parifian 
Sanherim, was in July, 1806, and the laft in February, 1807. Sev- 
eral regulations were adopted which feem to be intended to form 
and organize the body of the Jews under one head. In every depart 
ment which contains two thoufand Jews, there is to be a Synagogue 
and Confiftory, in the moft populous city of the department. This 
perhaps is fomething fimilar to an Affociation of Minifters, or Pret- 
bytery. In each Confiflory there mult be a Grand Rabbi, and each 
particular Synagogue within the Contiftory fhall have a Rabbi to fu- 
perintend it. No particular Synagogue can be eltablithed, till afer 
being propofed by the Confiftorial Synagogue to the competent au- 
tority. A particular Synagogue is a congregation which meets in 
one place for worftip: a Confiftory appears to be an affociarion of 
congregations, or deputies from the particular Synagogues. In Pae 
ris, there is to be a General Confiftory, or Great Sanhedrim, which 
oh aay is to have a jurifdi@ion over all the Jews in France and 

taly. 

The reader will recolleA, that after the Babylonith captivity, there 
was a Sanhedrim at Jerufalem, or, as the Jews called it, the Great 
Synagogue ; fo that the Ifraelites of France and Italy are to havea 
fimilar ecclefiaftical organization with that which they had in the 
land of Canaan after the captivity. 

It is difficult to fay what are the intentions of the Emperor Napo- 
leon in patronizing the Jews, and forming them into fociety. It is 
conjeGured by fome, that his objeA is to obtain money of them with- 
out iptereft. Others fuppofe, that he intends to eftablifh them in 
Palefline, their ancient inheritance, and fet a king overthem. It 
is believed by thofe who have attended to the Prophefies, that the 
Jews will be gathered and re-eftablifhed in their ancient pofleffion; 
and whatever may be the particular defigns of Bonaparte, he may, 
like Cyrus, be the inftrument of their refloration; and it is not im- 
poffible but that he may have taken Cyrus for his model in this refpe& 
—If he fhould gather them into the land of Canaan, the attentive 
Chriftian will fee, in this age, a rapid fulfilment of Scripture pro- 
phecy, and that things are in a train of preparation for the introduc- 
tion of the Millennium. 


UNITED STATES. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
An account of the late religious attention in Wrentham, 
Massachusetts. 

THE firft appearance of the {pecial, ferious attention in this place, 
was in the laft of OMober, or firft of November, 1804, at a private 
religious meeting. Before that time, the flate of religion and the 
profpects of the church were frequently mentioned and lamented by . 
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perfons of ferious and refle&ive minds. A very confiderable part of 
the church confitted of members advanced in life. Few appeared to 
fill the places of thofe who died from year to year. Fears were en- 
tertained, that festiments, not conducive to piety, were more or iefs 
prevalent. he effution of the Spirit had been an object both of pri- 
vate and focial prayer. Public difcourtes upon the Sabbath had not 
been either unufuaily pungent or alarming. ‘In the month of Augutt 
preceding the time above mentioned, a religious conference was re- 
quefted by the head of a family in that part of the fociety in which 
the attentionbegan. On the preceding evening, there was a ball in 
the room belonging to another family living in the fame houfe. At 
this ball, a young perfon was deeply and feriouffy imprefied with the 
vanity and wickednefs ef the amulemeut. She svetcived never to at- 
tend another. 

The next day, at the conference, a young man belonging to the 
family became a fubje& of ferious imprefion. Another man, who 
came to the meeting to oblige fome of his family. and to gratify cu- 
riofity, was fully convinced, by the cbfervations made on fome parts 
of 1 Corinthians xv. of the error of Univerfalifm, to which he was 
before inclined. At adiftri@ catechiling, one or two more perfons 
were lerioufly imprefied by the oblervations which were made.  Lit- 
tle or nothing of thefe inttances of conviction and impretlion was 
publicly known, until after the conference in the laft of OMober or 
firlt of November. During this meeting, five or fix young perfons 
were deeply affeed with a fentfe of fin and danger. From this time 
a ferious attention was noticeable. Whenthe next religious meeting 
was holden, the profpe’ was encouraging. Soon after this, at the 
clofe of a meeting, the writer was requefted, by the youth, to attend 
2 conference with them on the evening of the annual Thankigiving. 
On this evening, ufually devoted to vain amufements, a very large 
number.collected, The attention was general, deep, and folemn. Ma- 
ny became the fubje@s of ferious impreflions. After this, attention 
to religion greatly increated, and became general in that quarter in 
which it began, and ipread mto other parts of the fociey. Religious 
meetings were frequently attended in different places. A weekly 
lecture was holden, at the meeting hovfe, from the early part of De- 
cember to the middle of June, 1805. The attention began to decline 
in the clofe of Spring. 

During the year 1805, fifty-one perfons were added to the church; 
twenty-one on the firit Sabbath in April; ten on the firft Sabbath in 
June; eight en the tir Sabbath in Auguft, and ten the firit Subbath 
in O&ober ; two others at different times. Some of thoie who were 
fubjects of the work joined to another church. In this year one hun- 
dred and one adults and children were baptized. The fubje&s of fe- 
rious impreffion and hopeful converfion, were, it is apprehended, be- 
tween the ages of twelve or thirteen and fixty years. Much the great. 
eit number were between fixteen and forty vears of age. Twenty 
five were heads of families. Some were of the number of the tho’t- 
lefs and gay ; fome of upright moral charaer, and trufted that they 
were righteous, but were hrought to fee their hearts were not right 
with God ; fome were fpeculative believers in Chriftianity ; others 
were wavering and lax in fentiment. 

A deep and folemn cencern, without any thing of noife and ex- 
travapance,was apparent in all the meetings which the wrifer atrenc- 
ed. In thofe meetings there was a great freedom in converfation 
vpon religious fubjects' All were convinced of the importance of re- 
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licion, and of their finfulnefs and danger. They were fenfible that 
their hearts were entirely irreconciled to God, his law and govern- 
ment ; of their entire dependence on him and need of renewing by 
the {pecial influences of the Divine Spirit. They were made to feel 
that God would be juft in giving them up to the way they had chofen, 
and in making them the monuments of his endlefs difpleafure. Con- 
vidions were various in different perfons, both in duration and de- 
gree. The converfation, habits and tenor of life of many have un- 
dergone a great change. No inflances of immorality and apoitacy 
have as yet been known among thofe who made a profeffion of relig- 
ion. Reafons ftill remain to fupport the belief that their goodnefs 
was not as a morning cloud and early dew, which pafs quickly away. 
Happy effe&s are yet vifible. There are, apparently, yet fruits unto 
holinefs, and it is hoped the end will be everlafting life. 

This is a general, unexaggerated account of what has taken place, 
If a detail of fome particular cafes fhould be deemed defirable and ex- 
pedient, and the content of individuals obtained, fomething further 
may be expected in a future Number, 

ELISHA FISK. 

Wrentham, April 2, 1807. 





INSTALLATION. 

ON the 8th of July, the Rev. Amos Pettengill, of Salem, N. H.* 
was inflalled at Champlain (Clinton Courty, New-York.) Rev. Mr. 
Woofer, of Fairfield, Vt. made the introdu@ory prayer, and preach- 
eda fermon on 1 Thef. ii. chap. 4th verfe. Rev. Mr. Bogue, of Geor- 
gia, Vt. made the confecrating prayer, and delivered the charge. The 
right hand of fellowfhip was given by Rev. Mr. Weeks, a miffiona- 
ry ; and the.concluding prayer made by the Rev. Mr. Paige, alfo a 
miffionary. 

ihe folemnities were attended on a [mall ifland in the Chazi river, 
which empties into lake Champlain, where 500 perfons affembled, 
apparently devout and rejoicing in this interetting occafion. Before 
this time no minifter of the Congregational order had been fettled in 
any part of the widely extended region which lies weft of the lake, 
The fociety contains a hundred and forty men, many of whom are 
unufually engaged in the caufe of the Redeemer. The church, at che 
time of the iniallation of Rev. Mr. Pettengill, confifted of but five 
individuals ; of late about twenty have made a public profeflion of 
religion. 

ORDINATION. 

ON the 2d of September, the Rev. Martin Powell, of Weftford, in 
Vermont, was ordained at Moors, the town adjoining Champlain 
onthe weft. Rev. Mr, Pettengill, of Champlain, made the intro- 
duory prayer, and gave the charge and the right hand of fellowfhip ; 
the Rev. Mr. Morgan, of Effex, Vermont, preached a fermon from 
Ads xxvii. 31. and made the ordaining and concluding prayers.— 
The fcene was peculiarly folemn anc aflefing. Aflembled in the 
open air, iwa field furrounded by a wildernefs, the friends of the 
Gotpel beheld the fervant of Jefus induéed into the pattoral ofig¢e.— 
The town is new, containing only about 30 families ; and lagt {pring 
13, perfons were united into a church. 





* Mr. Pettengill went out in the service of the New-Hampshire Mis- 
sionary Society. 
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Poetry. 
EE 
The Privilege of Prayer. 
) ain 
WHAT various hindrances we meet, 
In coming to a Mercy-Seat ? 
‘Yet who that knows the worth of Prayer, 
But wishes to be often, there? ... .. .@ 
Il. 
Prayer makes. the, darkest cloud withdraw, 
‘Prayer climbs the fadder Jacob saw, 


‘Gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above. 


III. 
Restraining Prayer, we cease to fight ; 
Prayer makes the Christian’s armor bright ; 
And satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 


IV. 
When Moses stood with.arms spread wide, 
Success was found on Jsrael’s side ; 
But when, through weariness, they fail’d, 
‘That.moment Amalek prevail’d, 


V. 
Have you no. words ?—Ah! think again ; 
Words flow apace when you complain, 
And fill your fellow creature’s ear 


With the sad tale of all your care. 
Vi. 
Were half the breath, thus vainly spent, 
To Heaven in supplication sent, 
Your cheerful song would oftener be 
‘¢ Hear what the Lord has done for.me!” 
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SOME perfons excufe themfelves for not going to church, by fay- 
ing that they can read as good a fermon at home. It is to be feared 
that they do not read this fermon; and if they did, they fhould re- 
member, that it is faid, ‘‘ The Lord loveth the gates of Zion, more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob”—And ‘* Where two or three are ga- 
thered together in my name,” faith Chrift, “ there am I in the midft 
of them,” 





